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The life and legacy of Jim Acheson

April 3, 2023
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Although quite modest in his giving, his support 
and generosity were responsible for community 
assets which will endure for generations to come, 
such as Desmond Landing and the Maritime 
Center; the Performing Arts Centers at each high 
school in Port Huron; the Blue Water River Walk, 
which he gifted to the Community Foundation at 
Christmas of 2010; Studio 1219, the Youth Home, 
Community Renaissance Program, and Commu-
nity Capital Club.  He was also passionate in his 
support for McLaren Port Huron Hospital, Port 
Huron Police Department, Blue Water YMCA, 
Port Huron Museum, SONS, Mid-City Nutrition, 
the Tall Ship Festival, and everything that im-
proved life on the south-side of Port Huron where 
he grew up.

If you would like to honor Jim’s life and his passion 
for giving back, click here.  All gifts will go into the 
James C. Acheson Fund to support those pro-
grams, projects, and organizations he cared about.

 

        
        
        
        
        
        
        
    

        
                      

Jim and Sue Acheson

We are saddened by the loss of our very good We are saddened by the loss of our very good 
friend, James C. Acheson of Port Huron, who friend, James C. Acheson of Port Huron, who 
passed away on Sunday, April 2, 2023.passed away on Sunday, April 2, 2023.

Jim had a love of three things: his family, boating, 
and giving back to his favorite communities of 
Port Huron, Michigan and Lighthouse Point, Flor-
ida.  He leaves behind a powerful legacy of enjoy-
ing life while ensuring that those programs, proj-
ects, and organizations he treasured will endure.

Some of his happiest days were spent cruising the 
Great Lakes with family and longtime friends, or 
heading south out of Florida to the Bahamas with 
more friends. 

Jim’s Father Howard was one of the founding 
fathers of the Community Foundation of St. Clair 
County (known as the Port Huron District Foun-
dation) back in 1944, and was one of its longest 
serving board members. 

Jim carried on his father’s legacy of philanthropy 
and served as a trustee of the Community Foun-
dation from 1972 to 1990.  In the late 1990’s, Jim 
began a decades-long period of giving back that is 
unprecedented in the Foundation’s 79 year history. 

In recognition of his incredible spirit of philan-
thropy, Jim received the Russell Mawby Award 
from the Council of Michigan Foundation’s in 
2004 and then in 2009 he received the Distin-
guished Service Award (DSA) from the Commu-
nity Foundation of St. Clair County.  Both awards 
are meant to honor extraordinary lifetime achieve-
ment in philanthropy.

He and his team, led by Donna Niester, began an 
intentional and deliberate plan to dramatically bol-
ster the capacity and professionalism of the Com-
munity Foundation.  They were a driving force 
behind recruiting and hiring the first full-time 
professional CEO, Randy Maiers, in 2002.  He also 
made significant gifts to grow the Foundation’s 
Operating Funds and its Operating Endowment.
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Port Huron Northern gets new weight room 
thanks to anonymous donor

May 2, 2023

Thanks to a generous donor from the Community 
Foundation, the Port Huron Northern High School 
(PHN) weight room has been refurbished into the 
Bates-Armstrong Fitness Room. Jim Bates and Barry 
Armstrong were the 1960s and 1970s football coach-
es who made a very large impact on students and the 
athletic climate within PHN.

“The spirit of giving back is very important to this 
(anonymous) donor who wanted to acknowledge the 
positive and life-long influence both Coach Bates 
and Coach Armstrong had on them as a person,” said 
Jackie Hanton, vice president at the Community Foun-
dation.   “This once-in-a-lifetime gift to the school 
district is a testament to the importance this donor 
feels about supporting our schools, providing access to 
fitness equipment for all students and honoring those 
faculty and staff who do so much.” 

PHN’s original weight room was organized by Coach 
Armstrong and Bates. They were able to persuade the 
administration to add a “weights and agility” class to 
the schools’ curriculum. Changing weight lifting from 
an informal activity done outside of school hours, to a 
distinctive class period meant for exercise, was a first 
for the district at the time. This allowed for more stu-
dents at the school to have access to gym equipment, 
and for more time to be spent training and learning 
through exercise.

“The new Bates-Armstrong Fitness Room will allow 
a more inclusive workout environment,” said Jason 
Kasparian, athletic director at PHN. He is excited to 
be able to expand from just weights, into cardio equip-
ment, light workout gear, a low-pressure Woodway 
Curve treadmill, Kenzie balls, budgie ropes, and turf 
ground to allow a more realistic training environment.

Jim Bates coached at Port Huron High School before 
being hired at PHN. He coached for 18 years, retir-
ing with a record of 142 wins for the Huskies. He also 
helped the Huskies win EML championships in 1970, 
1975 and 1976. After resigning from his position as 
head coach, he became an assistant helping the Hus-
kies win two more championships in 1986 and 1988.

Leading by example, Bates’ positive influence extended 
to the players, students, teachers and staff. Bates held 
deep values, maintaining honesty and integrity within 
his football plays and actions with others. Individuals 
around Bates admired and respected him. One of Bates 
many achievements was starting PHN’s junior varsity 
(JV) football team, allowing for participation in the 
program to double. Bates helped players spend extra 
time in the gym and helped host informal games so 
players could improve.

Later on, Coach Bates became an inaugural member 
of the Michigan High School Football Coaches Hall of 
Fame, both in Port Huron and Farmington.

Under the leadership of Jim Bates as head coach, Barry 
Armstrong became a defense coordinator in 1967. 
Serving in this position for 14 years, he helped bring 
great enthusiasm and knowledge to the PHN program. 
He was greatly respected and admired by his students 
and colleagues for the changes he implemented into 
the program, such as changing the Huskies’ defensive 
scoring tactic from a prolific rushing offense, where 
the huskies were occasionally outscored, to a tactic 
52-slant defense. 
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This showed immediate results when Huskies won 
the championship in 1970. The traffic performance on 
both sides of the ball showed just how profound Arm-
strong’s changes had been. Continuing throughout the 
‘70s his defensive tactics continued to shine, being the 
best in the league and contributing to two more cham-
pionships in 1975 and 1976.

Coach Armstrong was inducted into the Upper Pen-
insula Sports Hall of Fame, and the Soo High School 
Hall of Fame.

“Jim Bates was the first head football coach and for 
someone to feel the need to honor him and Coach 
Armstrong was truly special,” Kasparian said. He hopes 
to continue to expand on the coaches’ ideals of “more 
opportunities within the weight room, and helping 
people make healthy choices for themselves.”

“The new fitness center will allow more students and 
staff to utilize the expanded space and new equipment 
that allows for a full range of exercises.” Kasparian 
believes the room is well thought out for all individuals 
of varying fitness levels. “I am very eager to be able to 
represent our former football coaches in this way.”

The fitness room is utilized multiple times a week by 
various students and student athletes. PHN’s Women’s 
Wellness and Weight Lifting (W3) club, run by advisor 
Stephanie Cruciano and student President McKenna 
Kiteley, host exercise time to help increase women’s 
involvement in exercise.

“There are so many more varieties of conditioning and 
training techniques that we will be able to be put into 
place because of the new equipment,” Cruciano said. 
“We are super excited about the variety of fitness goals 
this transformation will be able to help our students 
meet.”

Kitely added, “I couldn’t be more excited and grateful 
for the incredibly generous gift that will fund the ex-
pansion and modernization of our weight room. When 
I founded Women’s Wellness through Weightlifting last 
year, we identified a small list of equipment that we felt 
would encourage more female members to the club 
and now we have that equipment to utilize.”

PHN teachers, students and athletes are very happy to 
honor these amazing coaches and their legacies in the 
new Bates-Armstrong Fitness Room.

The Community Foundation is proud to be able to 
connect passionate donors to opportunities that will 
impact hundreds of student athletes in the years to 
come.
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Marine City Receives Grant for Marina Project

May 9, 2023

Plans for a new Marina, with transient docking, in downtown Marine City have received a significant boost from 
the Community Foundation of St. Clair County with $393,000 grant. This latest major funding leverages other 
recent grants from the DNR Trust Fund, SEMCOG, St. Clair County and the Community Foundation.

“Support for this new marina project in Marine City just keeps growing,” said City Manager Scott Adkins. “The 
City is excited about how relatively quickly funding and support from our partners has come together – it’s a 
great asset for the whole community,” he added.

In 2021 the marina project was voted as one of the region’s most important new developments by the Blue Meets 
Green coalition, which is a large regional group of stakeholders from every sector of the community.

“It’s not very often that a community along the shores of Michigan gets to build a new marina,” said Hale Walker, 
who is both Board Chair of the Community Foundation as well as Co-Chair of Blue Meets Green. “I recall very 
strong support from a lot of stakeholders as soon as this project was announced,” he added.

The Community Foundation of St. Clair County attributed this latest grant to their friends and partners at the 
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation in Detroit, which has been a significant partner on multiple projects in and 
around Port Huron and St. Clair County.
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The Bridge to Bay Trail system is the region’s largest pedestrian 
trail and stretches from Algonac up to Lakeport. Several years ago 
a large coalition of stakeholders, led by the Community Founda-
tion, St. Clair County Parks & Recreation, and 
multiple municipalities along the trail, launched an ambitious 
multi-year plan to complete the remaining gaps in the trail system.

“This new project in Marine City will add another amazing wa-
terfront asset and also help us complete the remaining gaps in the 
Bridge to Bay Trail,” said Hale Walker. “This really is an example of 
the public, private and philanthropic sectors 
coming together to build up the prosperity and unique assets in 
our downtowns.”              Hale Walker 

The Marine City Marina District Initiative represents a major investment in the region’s future creating lasting 
benefits for the community, environment, and the local economy,” said Jim Boyle, vice president of programs & 
communications, Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation. “The new marina will add another significant waterfront 
asset to the region and connect it to the larger Bridge to Bay Trail system, further enhancing the area’s natural 
beauty and recreational opportunities. We are proud to partner with the Community Foundation of St. Clair 
County and the DNR in supporting this project.”

The new marina project is a multi-phase initiative with an expected total budget of more than $1 million. It 
began in partnership with Six Rivers Land Conservancy and a grant of $272,000 from the DNR Trust Fund to 
support the initial purchase of the waterfront property on the south end of downtown Marine City. The City
then received funding from both the County and Community Foundation to help cover the costs of 
demolishing the existing house on the property.

“This latest grant from the Community Foundation and the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation will help us pay for 
the upcoming phases of work,” added Adkins. He noted that future new amenities such as a pavilion, restrooms, 
parking lot, seating, walkways and lighting will help to make the space more community friendly and 
compliment the newly installed ADA kayak/canoe launch
across the Belle River. “This generous funding will also 
allow us to advance our plans to connect the new marina to the 
Bridge to Bay Trail which runs through our downtown 
the marina property can be used as a dual trailhead
for both non-motorized and waterways trails,” he said.
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Top Secret: License to Spy will open 
April 29 at Knowlton Museum

March 7, 2023March 7, 2023

The Community Foundation is excited to announce 
an exciting, hands-on and family friendly exhibit 
coming to the Knowlton Museum in downtown Port 
Huron.

“This is an excellent opportunity to engage the com-
munity in a different way in the Knowlton Museum 
space generously donated a couple years ago by the 
Knowlton family,” said Hale Walker, Community 
Foundation board chair.  “This is our first effort at ro-
tating exciting and hands-on exhibits into the Knowl-
ton Museum space.”

For many years, the Knowlton Museum has housed 
the Knowlton family ice collection which has been 
carefully put into storage to make room for Top Se-
cret: License to Spy. The new exhibit is based around 
a James Bond-style fantasy of exotic locations, high-
tech equipment and, of course, a mystery to solve. 

Through the task of breaking codes, using spy satellites 
and creating elusive disguises, this exhibit explores the 
science and technology of the undercover world of 
spying and espionage.

Equipped with a Spy File, visitors are presented with 
a scenario and six suspects. They will be challenged 
with gathering intelligence from selected exhibits to 
uncover information on the suspects, leading them on 
a journey of discovery into the life-like world of what 
it is like to be a secret agent. Kids and adults alike will 
be amazed by the behind-the-scenes glimpse into this 
world in Top Secret: License to Spy.

“We wanted to bring an opportunity to downtown Port 
Huron for families, school groups and visitors alike,” 
said Patti Manley, vice chair of the Community Foun-
dation. “The exhibit will build on the entertainment 
options available downtown, including the new Wrig-
ley Hall.”
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The visiting exhibition is a demonstration of how sci-
entific thinking can be used to solve problems in many 
aspects of everyday life with 21 interactive experiences 
that explore the science and technology of espionage, 
including
• Navigating a room full of laser beams without        

setting off an alarm
• Finding the hidden microphones in a room that 

has been bugged by watching the reactions on an 
oscilloscope while tapping various objects around 
the room

• Using a thumbprint scanner to gain access to sat-
ellite technology to pinpoint geographic locations 
with suspicious activity 

• Cracking codes by aligning sections of a transpar-
ent combination lock

• Creating a disguise to go undercover
• Using voice-changing technology to confuse ene-

my agents

“Our hope is to attract school groups from all over our 
St. Clair County school districts and in neighboring 
communities that don’t often have a chance to experi-
ence a world-class exhibit close to home,” Manley said.

“The STEM focus of the exhibit makes it easy for 
teachers to match with curriculum requirements and 
the Community Foundation is working with class-
rooms who need assistance to afford the trip.”

The Communi-
ty Foundation is 
partnering with 
the Port Huron 
Museums to en-
sure an enjoyable 
experience at Top 
Secret: License to 
Spy.

“I couldn’t ask for 
a better team to 
help the Foun-
dation bring this 
exhibit to fruition,” 
said Jackie Hanton, 
vice president at 
the Community 
Foundation.

opens Saturday, April 29, 2023 at the Knowlton Muse-
um, 317 Grand River Ave, and runs through Sept. 5, 
2023. Hours and further details can be found at www.
knowltonmuseum.org The public is encouraged to 
pre-purchase their tickets online. Teachers can also get 
information and book a field trip online. Admission is 
$10 per person, 3 years old and under are free.

________________________________________
About Imagine Exhibitions
Imagine Exhibitions is currently producing over 40 
unique exhibitions globally in museums, science cen-
ters, zoos, integrated resorts, and non-traditional ven-
ues, with millions of people around the world visiting 
our exhibitions each year. In addition to developing 
successful traveling exhibitions, Imagine Exhibitions 
designs, opens, and operates permanent installations 
and venues, and consults on building, expanding, and 
directing museums and attractions. With decades of 
diverse experience in the museum and entertainment 
industries, Imagine Exhibitions consistently develops 
exhibitions that educate and excite while exceeding 
attendance goals. For more information, visit www.
ImagineExhibitions.com or find us on Facebook.
About Scitech
Explore your world through wonder! Scitech is a not-
for-profit organization whose mission is to increase 
awareness, interest, capability and participation by all 
Western Australians in science, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics.

“Port Huron Museum 
staff has been working 
closely with us to inven-
tory the Knowlton family 
ice collection and will 
now help us transition 
the space for this exciting 
new exhibit. We’re grateful 
to have their experience 
and partnership to bring 
Top Secret: License to Spy 
to town the end of April 
through September.”

Top Secret: License to Spy
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Impact investing is win-win for 
community

January 11, 2023

The Community Foundation is in the business of 
investing into our local community- downtowns and 
neighborhoods throughout the county. While best 
known for grants to nonprofit organizations, another 
facet of the Foundation’s work is through investments 
into for-profit businesses and economic development 
in the region.

Known by the industry terms “impact investing” or 
“mission-related investing”, these investments seek 
a profitable return on the money invested as well as 
some form of local community impact.

“Most of our assets are invested in the stock market,” 
said Hale Walker, board chair of the Community 
Foundation. “Which in turn means we’re invested in 
companies and projects throughout America and the 
world. Those investments then feed our grant and 
scholarship programs.  But one of the most exciting 
things we do, that not everyone is aware of, is our im-
pact investing; where we take some of those funds out 
of the market and we invest them locally.”

Investing them locally 
means in businesses 
throughout St. Clair 
County.

“We’re investing in real 
people and places… 
that we can actually 
see and touch and talk 
to,” Walker said. “Peo-
ple that we know, with 
businesses that serve 
our local community 
and with families that 
go to our schools.”

Hale Walker

Dorms in downtown Port Huron
Past investments have included loans to downtown 
staples like Anchor Point Bistro and Casey’s, as well as 
larger investments like the $750,000 loan to St. Clair 
County Community College (SC4) which helped sup-
port the construction of new student dorms in down-
town Port Huron.

More recently, the Foundation made a significant 
investment into the Wrigley Center to support the 
redevelopment of the former Art Van building in 
downtown Port Huron into a mixed use residential 
and commercial gathering place. A $175,000 pledge 
from the Community Foundation was matched by our 
friends at the Ralph C. Wilson Foundation, for a total 
$350,000 investment toward the project.

The Wrigley Center, set to open this May, will be home 
to a variety of businesses and attractions- from food to 
entertainment to shopping- all under one roof.
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“I love how the Wrigley Center is focusing on bringing 
exciting and unique things to Downtown Port Huron,” 
said City of Port Huron Downtown Development 
Authority Director Natacha Hayden. “The Community 
Foundation’s investment will have a vast economic im-
pact, as it will generate more foot traffic and keep our 
Downtown vibrant and relevant.”
 
One of those unique new businesses coming to Wrig-
ley, RenMan Whiskey, is also the beneficiary of the 
Foundation’s latest impact investment.  Aaron 
Weideman and John Fitzgerald, co-owners/founders 
of a veteran-owned, patent-pending, online whiskey 
operation, are opening their first in-person distillery 
and tasting room at the Wrigley Center. To help with 
the startup costs of their transition to a brick and mor-
tar establishment they applied for funding from the C3 
group, which approved a $100,000 investment in their 
enterprise.

While Weideman and Fitzgerald don’t currently live in 
the city, they say they have always been drawn to Port 
Huron’s waterfront and are committed to investing in 
the local community. As a business they are focused on 
pursuing what they call true profit- a threefold benefit 
of money, resources and people. For them, that means 
planting thousands of trees, using grains from local 
farmers, empowering their employees to give back, and 
helping to build up other local small businesses.
 
“The fact that the C3 invested in our company real-
ly validated our goal of being influential partners in 
the community and our mission of rebuilding Port 
Huron,” Weideman said. “It confirmed that the com-
munity is behind us in those efforts, as we pursue the 

economic betterment of our community through the 
sale of whiskey, one glass at a time.”

Like Anchor Point, Casey’s and SC4 dorms, the Wrig-
ley Center and RenMan Whiskey investments have 
potential for significant impact on the local econo-
my, adding to the development and prosperity of our 
downtowns, attracting tourists as well as residents.
“It’s a win-win for everyone involved,” Walker said. 
“We’re still investing, we’re just doing it in a more 
creative, strategic way. Yes, we’re earning revenue, but 
we’re also gaining the benefits from the local busi-
nesses we’re investing in. We’re making our cities and 
neighborhoods a better place to live in, helping draw 
more people to the area to eat and drink and shop, and 
ultimately to live and work.”

Aaron Weideman and John Fitzgerald of 
RenMan Whiskey
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